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create a commission to look at the problem, you can see the 
complexity of the issues that are involved. This is the exact 
same thing that we ran into in the Transportation Committee. We 
had a variety of issues that came up. We had a variety of 
reasons why there would be no legislation where the finger of 
blame was pointed, and so the idea behind the commission was to 
look at how do we get everybody together without them...with 
them all in one place, with the agencies that are affected, with 
the prosecuting attorneys that are affected, with the law 
enforcement, with senators that have an interest in this, with 
there are members of the general public that are there that are 
able to look at this also. An issue like this comes to us 
because people are finding themselves in a situation where they 
have felt victimized. They find themselves in a situation where 
they have been in an accident and there is a person that does 
not have proper insurance; they find themselves hit by a person 
that has not got a driver's license. We have cities saying they 
have cars that are unin...unlicensed. This issue is statewide. 
In fact, it's actually nationwide. Many states are struggling
with the same problem. I would be surprised if there is anyone 
here that has not had a constituent come to them about this 
issue, and I say that because, as I said, we've received 
hundreds of letters about this concern. I realize that LB 704 
is very important. I also feel that the idea behind this is 
very important. We are responsible for addressing the concerns 
of our constituents, and this is a concern that has come to me 
over and over again. I'm trying to find a reasonable way to do 
this. I'm certainly open to other suggestions about this. As I 
said, this bill was amended out of committee to...or advanced 
out of committee with the amendment to change the date but,
again, there was the...especially following the testimony we 
had, everybody agreed it's a problem but what we have to come to 
agreement on is how to solve that problem. So I'm hoping we'll 
have more debate to open up some different ideas about where we 
can go with this. I don't think we can just say, well, we can't 
do anything. It's a real problem but we can't do anything, and 
so I'm hoping that we'll have some good discussion on the floor
and I'm looking forward to hearing some different ideas from
other senators. Thank you.
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Senator Peterson, your light is on next.


